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We have seemed loom 135 Ilullendcn
Hotel Cleveland Oliio for the headquar-
ters

¬

of Tnr Nationat Tkiuum
during the National Kiieaiiipment 11ns
is diiectli ncios the hall from the Na
tional Headquarters of the G A It W
I C and Ladies of the G A It and all
comrades are united to make use of it
Thev can make appointments to meet their
friends there direct their mail to be sent
theie and otherwise make it their con-

venience

¬

We shall be glad to meet there
all the readers of the paper

AFIELD WITH CROCKERS BRIGADE

By Eavid II Strain Co B 15th Iowa

This is a simple nanative of the every-

day

¬

doings of this famous brigade which
was compost d of some of the best fight ¬

ing regiments m the migniUcent Aimy of
the Tennessee

PORT HUDSON

A Reminiscence of the Civil War

By Col Prentiss Icgraham
Ths is a tribute by a gallant Confed-

erate
¬

oflicer who was among the defend-

ers

¬

of Poit Hudson to the brave bojs
in blue who besieged that place and par
ticulaily to those who founed the cele-

brated
¬

Foilorn Hope It will appear in
The National Tri-

bune

¬an early number of

Talkixo about faded flowers just look

at Tom Johnson

Senator McLatjihx keeps on display-
ing

¬

gieat skl in lauding hits on Till-

mans
¬

tenderest spots

Admiral Deweys loops at Manila had
all their danger curves toward the en-

emy

¬

Much the worst featuie of our insular
policy thus far has been the unaccount-
able

¬

delay in bringing Neely to justice

Goodness Brigham Youngs wives
have begnn to die This means more
obituaries than about Washingtons body
servants

TirESiDENT nAnrnsoN was the biggest
man that Indiana ever produced They
are thinking of building a monument to
him

Tirn cotton spindle does not make any ¬

thing like the noise that Senator Tillman
does but it is doing infinitely more for
South Carolina

The people are likely to think much
more of Senator James K Jones of Ar¬

kansas since Coin Harvey has begun
abusing him

The New York papers generally agree
that the City Government has never been
so intolerably corrupt as today There
does not seem to be one honest man in
the whole roll of officeholders

If those South American countries keep
n revolutionizing we may have to send

a Sergeant of Police down there with a
Squad to club them into order

Senator Tiluiax continues to fly In

the face of public opinion He now
claims that South Caiolinas prosperity
begau under President Cleveland

So IAU the experiments with kerosene
for destroying muskctoes seem to have
been perfectly successful with a marked
abatement wheiever tried both of the in
Ecct tormentors and malaria

ArE the comrades will learn with deep
tegret that Adjt Gcn Thos J Stewart
of Pennsylvania and a prominent candi ¬

date for Commander in Chief at the com
ing National Kncampuieiit met with a se
vere accident last Sunday while driving
with some friends near Hurrisburg Pa
The harness broke and in jumping from
the carriage Comrade Stewart fell and
broke his left leg below the knee

TirnitE is probably no truth whatever
In the stoiy that Gen Shaftcr leceived
July 2 1S9S authentic information of Ad-
miral

¬

Cervcras contemplated sortie and
immediately notified Sampson In the
first place Shafter has never said any¬

thing of the kind which is conclusive to
those who know Shaftcr and the rela-
tions

¬

that then existed between him and
Sampson In the next place Admiral
Cervera who it must be admitted was
a reasonably competent naval commander
was very likely to keep his plans closely
to himself Piobably he did not himself
know the exact day he would go out any
more than Parragut knew the exact daj
when ho would go into Mobile On the
other hand everjbody alloat and ashore
Lnew that Admiial Cervera vvns going out
some time soon He had not come clear
across the ocean merely to bottle up his
thips in the narrow haibor of Santiago
where their captme was ceitain It was
believed at the tune that his fleet was su-
perior

¬

to nnj thing that the Americans
had Public opinion in Spain ind all over
Uuropc was certain that his coming meant
a great deal of trouble for the Americans
and that his putting into Santiago was
niciely to gt coil and other supplies
This public opinion would not let him 10
inain idle many dajs Heijbody was
coitiin that ho would be soon heaid fiom
and a fight was likely at any hour

SOlVTJIEIi ts KOXDHOLDint
Takin their cne from the figures given

out by the Commissioner of Tensions the
panels are making very much out of the
fact thaf the pensions paid since 1SC5 ag¬

gregate 2000904589
While this is a stupendous figure so is

ev erj-- other figure connected with the great
rebellion Eerj thing about it is so big
that it can be only comprehended by com
paiison w itli other figures Compared to
the number of men engaged to the amount
of lighting tliej did this liguie is not so
great as the pension epcudituies of other
wars of this conutij and other countries

But the most sti iking coinpaiison is
with the amount of money that has been
paid the bondholders who furnished the
money to cany on th war The Gov
ernment had need of the two great essen
tials of win Men and Money Thanks
to the exalted patnotism of Ameucan
manhood it had less tiouble getting men
than it did in seeming monej Rome
2500000 men volunteered their sen ices
or nearly one man for every four males
in the lojnl poition of the countiy Such
an exhibition of courage and patriotism
is unpiecedentid in the histoiy of the
world The War Department statistics
show that an average of 2o20l72 men
en vd und fought for an average of thiee

j ears The war lasted over four jears
and the aimy was constantly being re-

cruited
¬

up to over 1000000 ami reduced
by tcirific battles campaigns and hard-
ships

¬

to 700000 or SOO000 which will
make the average given

These men leceived for their three
years sen ice counting eveij thing at cur--

lent values as follows

Two jears pay at 13 12
One j ears pt at 10 192
Thiee jears clothing at 52 120
Three j cars rations at 0 a month 321
Bountv 100
Additional bounty 100

1154

Average pay per annum S400 2 3
Now evciy one of those stiong able

bodied young men was capable of earning
fiom double to quadruple that amount
and would have gotten it if he had stajed
aMiome ami leceived the high wages then
ruling Skilled mechanics leceived from
3 to 0 and 8 per da Fanners got

as high as S3 a bushel for wheat 150
for coin 1 a pound for wool etc We
shall not lie overstating it when c esti-

mate
¬

the aveiage wage earning capacity
of the men forming the Union army at
1200 a jear Therefore each of them

made an average donation to the Govern-

ment

¬

for the privilege of seiviug it of
about 2000

If wo multiply this by the aggtegate
2320272 thiee-- ears men we shall have
the astonishing total of 4010544000

On the other hand the men who fur-
nished

¬

the Government with the other
requisite of war actually lent it 23S1
530294

These were greenback dollars varying
in value all the way from par down to
35 cents

Very much of this was lent when the
greenback was worth in the neighborhood
of 50 cents or less as the following table
showing the aggtegate debt for the oar
and the average value of the gieenback
will show

Av value of
Year Total debt greenback
1S01 903S0874 Par to SS 3
1802 30530482G 883
1803 707531034 G39
1804 lTiJJ307EJ 402
1SG5 23S1 530294 U3j

The increase of the debt from year to
jear indicates the amount of the lendings
that year and the price of the greenback
indicates the leal gold value of the same
For example in the fiscal year ending
Aug 31 1SU5 the debt increased 1021- -

599531 or almost half the total amount
and the gold value of the greenbacks lent
varied from 394 to 737 cents The earlier
part of the year it was far under 50 cents
going as low as 35 cents July 11 1S04

If we assume therefore that the aver¬

age value of all the dollars lent was as
much as GG 2 3 cents we are making a
very strong assumption in favor of the
londholders Yet this will make the total
value of their lendings only 1587080802
For this they hav e been paid back count-
ing

¬

in the market value of the bonds they
still hold tho enormous sum of 5407- -

09SCS4 or nearly four times the value ofl
their original lendings To show this at
a glance we i estate it in the form of an
account
Money lenders in account with the United

States
DR

To amount of debt repaid
to date 1790490034

To bonds jet outstanding
585034200

To market value of same
at 125 731292825

To interest to date 2700440414
lo premiums 119803408

Total 540709SCS4
CU

By paper dollars loaned up
to Aug 31 1803 2381
530291

Gold value of same at CO 2 3
cents lr87GSG802

Total 15S7G8G8G2

That is they have been lepaid in in-

terest
¬

alone very much of which was at
the rate of from 12 to 10 per cent on
their original loans more than tho entire
sum expended for pensions

The men who fought the battles of the
country actually donated to tho Govern-
ment

¬

about twice as much as the bond ¬

holders lent it Wo can reduce all our es ¬

timates very much and still show thnt
the soldiers gave outright to the Govern-
ment

¬

more than the Money Power lent It
The payment of pensions is not an off-

set
¬

to this Pensions are given in com-
pensation

¬

for injuries and disabilities re-

ceived in the war They are in satisfac-
tion

¬

for an actual debt incurred by the
Government when it sent the men on the
march and into battle and havo no rela-
tion

¬

to the sacrifice made by men to cntor
the army But they are associated in the
public mind with rewards to the soldieis
and therefore they can be put in opuosl
tion to the lewards given the men who
lent the money

The total amount paid out for pensions
since 1801 foots up much Ie3s than half
the amount paid the bondholders Tho
money lenders have received 3000000
000 more than the soldiers and the pres-
ent

¬

rate of about 140000000 could be
continued for over 20 years before the
aggregate paid the pensioners would reach
the present aggregate paid the bondhold
ere

The soldiers of the Union were resolute
in their belief that the bondholders should
be paid as they have been They held
it to be right and just that the Govern-
ment

¬

should pay the last cent that could
be justly claimed by those who lent it
money in its hour of need They taxed
themselves mercilessly to do this and pre ¬

sented a solid fiout against all schemes
of lepudialion no matter how artful and
seductive

Now it is the basest ingratitude for the
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Money Power to be arrayed solidly against
justice to the men to whom it owes so
much

rEMIKIXE COLONKLS
One of the queer revelations of the

senseless abnormalities which still linger
in the European armies is the announce-
ment

¬

that the German Kaiser is about
to appoint his sister to the Colouelcy of
the regiment made vacant by the death of
his mother the Dowager Kmpress Fred-
erick

¬

This is a rule of the old days when
the King was King of spoilsmen and
Colonelcies in the army were among the
i iehest spoils in his gift The Colonel
of a legiment then paid fed clothed and
aimed it and the difference between what
he received fiom the Treasury for his
men and what ho nctuallj- - paid and ex
pended upon them made a veij fat pud
ding The Fiench Revolution buisted up
this system generally over a good tiait
of Imiipe and military olficeis were put
on pietty much the same basis that they
are in this countrj That is they mo
paid salaries and the men fed clothed
aimed and supplied directly by the Gov-
ernment

¬

But theie are still survivals of
the vicious old practice and bojs women
foieign potentates etc are still appointed
Colonel and leeeive more or less of the
old time perquisites of the position In
business like Hngland the Colonels steal-
ings

¬

have been compounded like many
similar lootings of the Tieasuij into a
fixed sum of 5000 a jear and this is
used to swell the income of Geneinls who
sue appointed as pait of their rewards foi
a successful campaign Colonels of icgi
ments with the salaries attached The
iegimciits aie nctuallj commanded by
Lieutenant Colonels Not a legiment in
flu British Aimy is commanded in tho
lie Id bj its Colonel He may lead it on
iaiade and he is supposed to look out
for its inteiests at the War Olliee but
that is all

While Prince of Wales the King was
Colonel of some thiee or four legiinents
as well as Admiial and probably his
eldest son w ill take his place The King s
bifithcii are Colonels oi Admiials

It seems paitieiilarly ill litting to ap ¬

point women Colonels in Geimanj- - where
theie is alnajs the most deteimined in ¬

sistence that women shall have no public
function but confine their activities to
ho ne and society The Kaiser is contin ¬

ual asset ting that she is the best wom ¬

an who is known least outside of her
home where the main business of her life
is raising childien and rigid supervision
of the householu ccouomy She looks best
and most Gei manic with a bunch of kejs
at her belt and a seveie aspect of sciu
tinj into the china cabinet clothes press
and kitchen larder The idea of a woman
riding at the head of a regiment would
be paiticularlj- - incongruous to a German

The general character of the present
pension loll ma be seen from the fact
that of the 997000 pensioneis now on the
rolls two thirds are in receipt of pensions
for disabilities which it is not claimed
were due to any actual service in the
aimy or navy of the United States Chi ¬

cago Chronicle
Hvcry man on the roll under the act of

June 27 1S90 to which the Chronicle al-

ludes
¬

must have proved that he served
at least 90 das and was honoiably dis-

charged He must also have shown by
a weight of otei whelming evidence that
he is suffering from unusually seveie phjs
ieal disabilities As upon his entry into
the srrvice he had to satisfy the Govern ¬

ments Surgeons that he was a joung man
of perfect phvsiqiie there is ever- - rea ¬

sonable presumption that his present disa-
bilities

¬

are due to his service AVc know
that the men who are on that loll went
through long series of hardships and se
veie strains mhIi as wore never bcfoie
demanded of any soldiers We know that
the wonder must always be that they aie
not more biokeii down than they are
Hundieds of thousands of them suc ¬

cumbed to the stiain and died either
while in the sen ice or immediately after
and it is impossible to imagine that any
man who underwent even one of those
campaigns was not irretrievably injured
by it Further the Government has al
wajs given a pension equal to that re¬

ceived by the men under the act of June
27 1890 to its veterans when they
reached middle life for vastly less service
than was required of the veterans of the
rebellion

IIKATII or OKN VV IMJAVI
Gen Robert Williams formerly Adjutant--

General of the United States Aimy
died of apoplexy at Plainfield N J
Aug 25 aged 72 He was a Viiginian
graduated from West Point in 1851 and
in 1S01 was a First Lieutenant in the 1st
U S Dragoons and Assistant Instructor
of Cavalry and Infantry Tactics at West
Point Strong State and family influence
was brought to bear to take him into the
rebellion but he decided to remain loj al
He was brought to Washington and as ¬

signed to duty in the Adjutant Generals
0liee The Governor of Massachusetts
applied to the War Department for a
first class oiheer to put at the head of the
1st Mass Cav and the Secretary of War
nominated Cant Williams as the best
available man and an ideal cavalry of-
ficer

¬

Ho wa- - commissioned Colonel
and commanded the regiment at Hilton
Head being engaged in the attack on Sc
cessionville and in the operations in the
Antietam campaign He was then le
called to the Adjutant Generals Ofllce
with the rank of Major by Secretary
Stanton who was his personal friend He
was with Secretary Stanton when the lat-
ter

¬

died
President Harrison appointed him Adjut-

ant-General upon the rctiiemcnt of
Gen Kelton und he held thnt position
until his ictirement in 1S93

He mnrried the widow of Stephen A
Douglas whose maiden name was Adcle
Cutts a grand niece of President Madi-
sons

¬

wife and by her had three sons
Capt R O Williams 13th U S Cavj
Lieut Philip Williams U S N and
Lieut Jas C AVilliams 12th U S and
three daughters one of whom is the wife
of Commander John Patton Bryan
U S N

The main interest In the Schley Court
last week centered upon the acceptance
of Rear Admiral Howison as a member c
the Court after the allegation of his ex ¬

pressed views in hostility to Schley Tho
Admiral has denied tho interview in which
he is said to have expressed the opinions
and it is believed that the Department
carefully canvassed his attitude beforo of¬

fering him the appointment The decision
has been made to refer the question to thej
Court itself for examination That is the
other two members will decide whether
he is qualified to sit After all It docs
not matter so much what are the predilec-
tions

¬

of the members of the Court so
long as hcy aie in earnest in bringing
out all the facts These nre what the peo-
ple

¬

want and they will furnish the ver-
dict

¬

k 51
L vAhd Jifi a

iorty
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CToyrl jhted 1S03 by tho publisher otTiiK Natiosai
t JrRIKUF

Fort McAllister 16 Captured and the Mall
Line Opened Up

Got pretty well rested Sergeant in ¬

quired the Colonel the next day Dec 12
1SU4 when in answer to a summons Si
appealed at legimcntal headquarters Of
course Si was alwajs well icsted when
there was a suggestion of fuither service

Good as new Colonel he answered
confidently Got anj thing on hand

Sine of it inquired the Colonel du-

biously
¬

That was an awful hard trip
ou just came off of

O well theie have been worse times
Twasnt near as bad as a daj- - or two

in Andersonville oi even the TiiIlhomy
campaign iNever felt better m in me

And Si stiaightened up still stiffcr and
inflated his chest

And how me the rest of the boys
Right as a trivet Ready for any-

thing
¬

What have you got on hand
Colonel

1 ve been talking to Gens Sherman
and II own id about our trip They are
about to send out a division Hazens
to capture Fort McAllister and open up
communication with our ships The re
both iv anious tint the thing shall
come light off according to piogiam with ¬

out anv balks mistakes as to the toad
or dilnjSi of any kind Therefore it oc
oiind to Gen Mieimau that as jou had
just been over the ground twice and had
the lay of the foit fiesh in jotu minds
it would be a good thing foi Ou to go
along as guides

Wed till like it best of an thing in
the woild answeied Si enthusiast it ill

I suit o piikcd out just the way Id go
into the foit while I was looking at it
and Id like to lead a foiee light that
way

No I dont want ou to do any fight-
ing

¬

i aid the Colonel You just go
along to show the wt Save join fight
ing stitngth fur some job of the 200tli
Ind Ibis is Ilnzeiis Divisions job and
we need not inW in After ouve biought
tin in up in sight of the foit our duty
will be done and OU can pull off under
sheltei and watch how the Aimy of the
Tennessee fellows put in their licks May
be jou will get some points for its Un ¬

derstand its my orders not to go under
fire or expose ourseIf in ail way

Vny good Colonel answeied Si sa-
luting

¬

When do ou want us to start
Hazens Division is now Ijing on the

other side of the Ogecchee at a place
called Llovds Plantation It is not more
than five or si v miles from heie t will
not move till morning You had better
get another good nights rest in camp and
start eaily in the morning You will find
Gen llnzen aid leport to him Ill give
jou a letterfiom Gen Hon aid o him
and also oncfrom me You know Haren

used to command a brigade in Cntten
dens Corps He was the man that held
the center at Stoile River and command ¬

ed that expedition in pontoon boats that
oi ened up the cracker line at Chatta-
nooga

¬

Yes I know all about Ilaen Good
soldier but a little too much stjle and
Regular Army about him

Well hes had a lot of that knocked
out of him in tlieJast year or two Reg-
ular

¬

Army style lias suffered in this war
nearly as badly as the Southern Confed
eracy Well good luck to jou
that jou take care of youiself

Mind
know- -

that jou will of the boys
Jhank vou Colonel Well look out

foi om selves
They were so eager to take part in the

captme of Fort McAllister that they all
set to work prewiring for an early start
in the morning Horses weie rubbed
down and given extra rations of rice sttaw
and whatever else could be found for
them Anns were gone over and put in
good shape and haversacks and canteens
filled As soon as daikness approached
Si made them all lie down and they were
then at that stage when to lie down
meant to go sound to sleep at once

Si arranged with the Sergeant of the
Guard to be awakened at the first streak
of dawn His first thought was of the
weather and he east his oncning eves at
the skj There was ever promise of a
bright clear day and his heart lejoieed

They quickly boiled some coffee saddled
their horses and dashed off tluough the
keen cusp air for LIods Plantation
1 he bugles began sounding reveille as
they neared where thej expected to find
the division and instantly bright fires be¬

gan to lilazc out
This must be the Second Division of

the Fifteenth Corps remarked Si noting
the quick response of the fires to the
bugles and the bojs are keen for their
dajs work 1 hey ought to be

Its going to be the time of their lives
answered Shoitj- - They ought to be red
hot about it

Wheres Gen Hazens headquarters
Si inquiied pt an Ordcrly Seigeant who
was turning out his compaii

O go right ahead about a mile he
answeied You cant miss it Big
plantation house lots of trees around it
and horses and pup tents around Divi-
sion

¬

flag flying in front Go right on
Fall in lively bos Wake up there
Slobbs Turn out in a hurry Wat Get
out into jour gunboats there Tubbs
Wake up ever body and hear tho little
birds singing piaiscs to God Damn our
souls look lively Were going down to
take Foit McAllister todaj-- and bring in
the boats thats got letters on from nnr
girls Cveiybody that wants a letter from
his sweetheart jump now Fellows that
a ic not In line wont get none

Letters from sweethearts gasped Si
I really wonder if thcjve had sense

enough to send our letters down here to
meet us

Letters from our girls thought Shor-
ty

¬

Great Jehosephat If I was sure
there was a letter out there from Maria
Id swim out to the boat to get it after
licking every man in the fort

Theres the headquarters now said
Si pointing out a handsome mansion sur
K muled by a spacious lawn and magnifi-
cent

¬

trees Live oaks heavily festooned
with Spanish moss superb magnolias with
their ghs ening green foliage orange and
lemon trees diffusing a sweet fiurura
on the bright sparkling air helped make
a scene of fascinating loveliness

All was activity about the house Theheadquarters guard were getting their
breakfasts and packing up Officers wer
coming and goins at a gallop stablemen
were grooming and saddling horses team-
sters

¬

were hitching up to the usual ac¬

companiment of their own profuse male-
dictions

¬

of mules In general and their
own in particular and the loud protesU
of the over worked beasts Officers werehunting up their servants and orderlies
and from the near by camps came thesharp monotones of Orderly Sergeants
glibly repeating the rosters aud the stac-
cato

¬

answers ot the men
An olllcer wearing a Brigadier-General- s

single stnr strode out on the broad
veranda apparently having risen from a
habty breakfast and gave curt orders
about packing up and getting ready Ho
was immediately surrounded bv n rrmnn
of Colonels and staff officers coming for
iiiiiti oruers ue euoii inein one at a time
and answered and dismissed them with
military curtness and readiness

Hes evidently on to his job said SI
much pleased Hes got his work cut
out and settled exactly what everybodys
got to do

lies had time cnouch tr Ienrn hq
trade answered Shorty Hes been In
it from the very beginning nnd all tho
timo where big things were going on

uucy Etuuieu me ueneral while vrnlr--
Ing Ho was a man about 35 of medlnm
bight fair hair nnd blue eves Liko n mn- -
jority of the younger officers of th Reg

ulars Army at that time he was thorough-
ly

¬

under the dominance of the French mil-
itary

¬

school as were many of the volun-
teers

¬

especially of the Army of the Po-
tomac

¬

Pose manners words nnd ges ¬

tures were nil very French quick snap ¬

py alert and dashing lie wore a mus
tach and imperial after the style of Na-
poleon

¬

III
Remember your places he remarked

The First Brigade Col Theodore Jones
takes the advance nnd will form the

right moving down to the seashore The
Third Brigado will be in the center and
the Second Brigade Col John M Oliver

will form the left and reach to the
liver The line will deploy when we
come in sight of the fort which is nine or
10 miles from here Gens Sherman and
Howard have promised to come down on
the opposite side of the river and watch
the assault That ought to inspire us to
do our very best even if we didnt have
the incentive of opening up the mail line
and heanng once more from our sweet ¬

hearts
Thats the word to pas along said

the otliccrs Lets tell the bs that the
mail carrier is just beyond the fort with
bushels of letters from their best girls
and we want to open the door for him
to come in Thatll make em fight as
nothing else will not even Gen Sher-
man

¬

looking on
Well Sergeant said the General in-

quiringly
¬

as the cfliecis rode off
Im Sergt Klegg 200th Injianny Vol ¬

unteer Infantry answered Si saluting
I was oidercd to leport to ou for duty

rt2s S

as guides nere
Howard and Col

are letters from Gen
McGillicuddy

Very good the General answered
after glancing over the letters Quite
thoughtful in Gen Howard Youll be of
ieit assistance Had jour ureauiasts

Yes sir
Very well For the present youll fall

in behind my escort mere so io tie
handy when ou are wanted I suppose
that road out there leads straight the
fort

Straight to it General
Very good Oiderly tell the bugler

to sound the advance
The silver throated headquarters bugle

it once sang out the glad signal and was
immediately answeied by the eageily-wait-in- g

brigade and regimental buglers and the
enthusiastic cheeis of the men

Mail Mail Go get our letters
Letters fiom your girls Letters from

our gills
lo to the Chaplains tent and get your

Ietteis the sang trying to fit the words
to the trumpet notes

At once the vauous discordant move ¬

ments in the camps linked themselves into
hiimonioiis motions Squads of men
formed into companies companies took
their places in the regimental lines and
the regiments became brigades The First
Brigade moved out upon the broad white
road of sand and shells like some enor-
mous

¬

deep blue sei pent with scales and
bristles of shining steel

The day canied out ita promise of be-

ing
¬

clear and bright and the men were
full cf enthusiasm as to ending the cam-
paign

¬

with one gieat stroke
The General had placed himself at the

head of the long column and would occa-
sionally

¬

turn around in his saddle and view
the imposing spectacle with pride and
bounding confidence He sent Si and his
squad ahead as scouts but they saw no
sign of a rebel until they were within a
couple of miles of the fort Then Pete
who had found a side road to the right
and had ridden down It came slipping
back with the information that there was
a mounted picket standing in the road
with no reserves near Si sent him Sandy
Monty and Hairy back the same way to
ti to cut him off while Si and Shorty
would make a rush straight at him

Si and Shorty rode forward cautiously
keeping as well as possible under tho
cover of the great festoons of Spanish
moss swinging rlowly in the light breeze
fiom the ocean

Presently they saw the picket clearly
outlined against the sky Apparently
Pete and the rest their eagerness had
not kept well under cover for the pickets
gaze was tinned in their direction He
sweivcd his hoi so around and raised his
gun

Si and Shorty set their spurs home and
made a rush lie heard the clattor of tho
hoofs on the hard shell road and looked
about to see the two horsemen almost
on him He tried to fire nnd whirl his
horse at the same moment but succeeded
only in the latter and almost before he
started Si and Shorty were on either side
of him

Give up Johnny said SI Its no
use Weve got you

I reckon you have Yanks replied the
rebel lowering his gun and slackening
his bridle rein You were cominc too
many ways at once for me

He took the mnttcr so good hnmoredly
that thoy fell iuto conversation with him

While Id ve shot you if Id got a
chance he naid Im not heart broken
that you got me with no more trouble
I think the jigs up for the Southern Con ¬

federacy Ive been telling tho boys In
the fort that I didnt believe It worth
while put up much of n fight for this
little patch of the State when you folks d
got all the rest They might as well let
tho tall go with the hide Ive made my-
self

¬

rather unpopular with them on that
account

They want to fight do they
O yes theyve never had any of It

while Ive had all I really want I went
into the war dead hungry for a fight and
to just wads through the blood of the
Yankees But Shiloh gave me all the
fight I wanted for the rest of my life I
never hankered for any more I tell yon
and the two battles of Corinth overloaded
my stomach Then my father whos
lot of influence got me transferred to the
garrison at Fort McAllister where Id bo
near home and out of danger and Ive
been there ever since All the boys down
there aro sons of prominent citizens of
Savannah who got up the organization
to save them Maj Anderson who com-
mands

¬

the Fort is a son of tho Mayor
ot Savannah Nona of them have ever
seen any fighting and theyve been jeered
at so mucn as reamer beds and bomb
proofs that theyre anxious for a fight
Let them have it I think its rank non--
Bcrse it worse than that its mur-
der

¬

With all their big guns and their
entanglements and ditches and stockades

and torpedoes they may bo able to hold it till itll do more good
the Yankees off for a while imt wuai cover ror ttie present
the good You are going in there same
as you did into Atlanta nnd VUKstiurg
and its only killing men for nothing

Torpedoes did you say asked SI
pricking up his ears

O es no end of torpedoes Theyre
around there so thick that it was dan¬

gerous for any of us to move Id never
venture out this road at night and I was
mighty careful about where I set my feet
even in daytime

Gen Hazcn had now come up and
they turned the prisoner over to him Si
icmarking

General he says the road just ahead
is full of torpedoes

Bvcrybody was startled It is said
the General frowning I think you
would be a good man to set at work dig ¬

ging them np
Kxcnse me General said the pris-

oner
¬

with the greatest urbanity Im
not built for an excavator but Ill gladly
point out wheie they are it jou will find
gentlemen of finer muscular development
than me to wield the spade

Ill compromise with yon on that
laughed the General amused by the pris-
oners

¬

bonhomie want send a bri ¬

gade off to the right to reach the side of
the foit next the sea Which road had
they better take

IWejise me General I cannot and
shall not give Jou any information as to
that

Why I thought you were willing to
help us
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Si and His Squad Rushed aloxg
tiic Guyveiia- - Beach

Not by any means If there was any
way of keeping you from taking the fort
Id gladly do it Im just as much a Con ¬

federate and your enemy as ever though
I think it is wrong to make a useless fight
and needlessly murder men Im willing
to point out these torpedoes in the road
because I think it is wrong and unsoldier- -

hke to plant them there Ihey will only
kill men and not stop the assault on the
fort Its like bushwhacking As for the
torpedoes youll come on nearer the fort
thats your lookout Its as proper to
have them there as to shoot at jou with
cannon and rifles

Youre right said the General after
a moments hesitation Ive no right to
ask you to assist in the attack by giving
information

Sergt Klegg send two or three of
jour best men to report to Col Theo
Jones cornmandipg First Brigade to assist
him in finding his way said the Gen
eial No dont goyoursclf I want you
and your partner and some other good
men to stay with me

Harry Mont Gid and Alf said Si
jou remember the lay of the country

dow n there Go over to the First Brigade
and report to Col Theodore Jones

Return here whenever he dismisses
you said the General

The First Brigade the gallant veterans
of the 0th Mo 30th Ohio and HGth Ilk
turned its head of column to the right
to follow the road leading to the sea

The rest moved forward a short dis-

tance
¬

to the edge of the clearing and
there stood the fort in the clear sunlight
in all its ugly strength and immensitj and
glaring defiance to them

A gasp and a shudder ran through the
ranks and sobered every one as he rick
in the formidable immensity of the works
and comprehended a detail at a time the
difficulties that had been put in the vay
of an assault The rebels had been rap¬

idly learning the lessons of the war as
well as ourselves and Fort McAllister
represented every idea that had come to
them in the way of making an impreg-
nable

¬

fortification
The fort itself had high mud walls with

still higher traverses between every two
guns to prevent their being enfiladed Big
mouthed black cannon yawned hurgrily
over the steep banks and the groaps of
men gathered about them seemed eager
to open their flaming volcanoes

At the foot of the banks was a stock-
ade

¬

of high strong sharply pointed tim-
bers

¬

firmly fastened in the ground and
which it fceemed impossible that any man
could scale In front of the stockade ran
a wide deep ditch quite capable of drown-
ing

¬

regiments at a time
All around the fort for a width of GOO

jards tho ground except where broken
by ponds creeks and ditches was covered
with trunks and limbs of live oakg so In-

terlaced
¬

that even a pig or a dog could
not get through them and frequently
staked down to prevent their being moved
The only roads through these entangle-
ments

¬

led directly under the black mouths
of the cannon which would instantly
sweep the intruders to destruction

Familiar as they had all been with the
formidable works aronnd Atlanta which
had been made as strong as labor and
skill could achieve they shuddered at the
appalling strength of this one It seemed
to Si and Shorty much uglier and stronger
than it had appeared when they looked on
it before rlhen they had only casually
thought of taking it Now the real diff-
iculties

¬

loomed up before them
Going to he some trouble getting to

the postoftlce remarked Shorty with that
quiet irony which marked his desperate
moods but weve got to have our letters
all the same

Shorty said the practical Si do you
notice that strip of gravelly beach over
theie by the river They cant lay
abatis there because the tide or the water
rues and falls Lets keep our eyes on
that If were not ordered to do any-
thing

¬

else well go over there and make
our way right up to the fort under tho
river bank where they cant shoot us un-
til

¬

it comes to hand-to-han- d work
Good head SI approved Shorty Wo

may be ths first ones into the fort and
put another feather into the 200th In
jianny s-- cap

Every one looked anxiously at the Gcn
eral to see the effect of the spectacle
upon him Ho was studying the placo
through his glass nnd as far as they
could read his face he bad found nothing
unexpected and was planning out how
each obstacle could be successfully sur-
mount

¬

i
They all took heart from his cheerful

sanguine expression
y theyre go-

ing
¬

to fire shouted a stentorian voice
in the ranks and at the same instant
one of the big cannon pointing toward
them belched out a tornado of smoke and
fire A great shell droned over into the
woods and burst with a stunning crash

General Im here for orders said a
gallant young artillery Captain eagerly

Shall 1 not take my battery out on that
point there and answer them

No said the General deliberately
I dont see any good In wasting vour

ammunition on those heavy works Save

Keep under

Scatter gentlemen said the General
Wo are presenting an entirely too tempt¬

ing mark for the enemy They are going
to bring those other guns into action

As the General predicted the other
great cannon opened up with thunderous
sounds and tore the limbs out of the trees
with their heavy missiles while the ar-
tillerymen

¬

fidgeted und fretted at not be-
ing

¬

allowed to reply
I he formation for the attack went on

rapidly uninterrupted by the fire The
Third Brigade 90th and 18th III and
70th Ohio in front nnd the 15th Mich
and 99th Ind in reserve Col John M
Oliver commanding was given the post
of honor in the center of the line where
it would have to move over the worst of
the obstructions directly in face of the
heaviest fire

The Second Brigade Col Wells S
Jones commanding 47th and 54th Ohio
and 111th III in front 37th and 53d Ohio
and S3d Ind in reserve took the left of
the line with the 17th Ohio next to the
river Si and Shorty and the remainder
of the squad had been kept busily em
plnjed answering the Generals questions
exploring the ground for him piloting
regiments to their places changing their
positions and making daring investiga-
tions

¬

into the character of the ground in
fiout

ihe hours were passing and the forma-
tion

¬

was not progressing as rapidly as tho
neivous Genera desired He got more
curt and snappy constantly

Bverbody was excited nervous and
tensely eager for the conclusive work to
begin

i he skirmishers were working forward
into the edge of the abatis GOO or 700
ards from the main works where they

could begin to reach the men on the para ¬

pets with their rifles
Boys those big cannon seem to b

fretting the General said the gallant
joung Illinois Captain in charge of the
center skirmishers Lets see if we cant
shut em up and get a chance to think
Work forward behind those live oak logs
there and see if you cant pick off those
gunners

Danng boys immediately ran to the
neuest shelter law down behind it for an
instant survejed the ground in front and
then leaped over the brush or broke
through it for the next log

The rebels hail been swarming openly
around the caunon but now they began
to drop under the accurate long range lire
of men who had learned well how to
handle their Springfields Two rebels
wre swinging the ponderous rammer of
a 10 inch gun preparatory to sending a
ehaige home One fell beneath a sharp ¬

shooters bullet His stiffening hands still
eiutched the rammer staff and dragged
his partner with him Another man
sprang fonvard released his hands and
caught hold of the rammer while others
carried the dead man back out of the way
But the sharpshooters were now getting
good range and the first sponger went
down There was only halt enough to
pull his body back when two more men
came out and seized the sponge staff They
succeeded in ramming the charge home
before they too fell The rebels ner-
vously

¬

tried to depress the muzzle so as
to reach the riflemen and as the smoke
lifted they were seen anxiously looking
for the effect of the shot on their tor-
mentors

¬

The man who pulled the lockstring the
Sergeant who aimed the cannon and the
Lieutenant standing behind with his
glasses all went down at once The rest
seemed panic stricken and ran back un ¬

der cover of the parapet
The excited Unionists raised a great

cheer at this success
An ofheer was seen leading the men

back to the cannon and pointing with
his sword and commanding

They were more cautious now about ex¬

posing themselves and the oflicer himself
kept well under cover and though the
sharpshooters brought down two mora
men the rebels succeeded in loading and
filing the gun again but it was the last
time The rebels cheered over their achieve ¬

ment in firing but as the smoke lifted
so many bullets were pouring into the
i mplacement that the whole squad with
the oiheer went down like grass before
a scythe and but two or three arose again
to limp out of the death hole The next
10 inch gun was served in the same way
and the awful thunders of the two heard
no more

But the spiteful popping of the rifle3
inci eased in virulence as the skirmishers
worked forward to closer range and the
riflemen of the fort tried to pick them
off Smaller cannon fieldpieces and how-
itzersjoined

¬

in the fray with sharp an-
gry

¬

crashes
The general orders are said the Gen-

eral
¬

repeating his instructions to soma
officers who had come up that the line
shall be formed at the edge of the abatis
in single rnnk so as to reduce the effect
of the enemys fire The signal for the
advance will be given by the headquar-
ters

¬

bugle the assembly three times
and then forward when the whole line
will move forward every fellow for him-
self

¬

every man making his way as best
he can over the obstructions The signal
will be given as soon as I can hear that
Col Theodore Jones has succeeded in get-
ting

¬

into position
Monty Scruggs came up his horse and

himself covered with fresh slimy mud
Col Jones presents his compliments

he said saluting and directs me to say
that he has found very difficult country
down there but has succeeded he hopes
in getting across the worst place and can
now move forward faster

Signals from the other side of the
river General reported the Signal Off-
icer

¬

Gen Sherman and Gen Howard
are in that rice mill over there Gen
Sherman presents his compliments and
wants to know how you are getting
along

fell Gen Sherman answered the
General turning his glass on the rice mill
across the broad surface of the Ogecchee
River that we are getting along all
right though we are having some tumble
getting into position Its mud and water
thats bothering us most of anj thing
IJverjbody in tine fettle though

Harry Montague rode up still muddier
than Monty He dismounted as he saw
the General was on foot and reported

Col Theodore Jonei presents his com-
pliments

¬

and directs me to say that he
found a still worse cieek than ever but
has succeeded in ciossing it nnd now
hopes to have no further serious rouble

Too bad mutteied the General But
I hope hes through at last Ride along
the line there he continid to his staff

and explain what causes the delay Tell
them tho advance will be made the in¬

stant Col Theodore Jones enn get
through

Another muddy man and horse ap-
proached

¬

which turned out to bo Gid
Mackill

Col Theodore Jones presents his com-
pliments

¬

he reported and begs that yon
will have patience with him and not start
until he is ready He is now in sight of
the works and hopes for no further
trouble

The whole army was now straining like
hounds in a leash The skirmishers had
reached a hi h board fence about mid-
way

¬

of the entanglements and placed
there to surely break any line advancing
against it

They bad driven all the rebel skirmish
ers outside of the works back under their
cover

Gen Sherman presents his compli-
ments

¬

reported the Signal Officer and
says that it is now past 4 oclock and
the assanlt should be made at once

Tell Gen Sherman that I am moment-
arily

¬

expecting to hear that my right bri-
gade

¬

is in positiou replied the General
The moment that it is I shall make the

assault
A heavy roar came up from the sea

and two shells sailed over the rebel works
and exploded inside

Hello said Si joyously the Old
Man on the Flag has found out that some-
things

¬

going on and wants a hand in itu
Looking as if he had fallen into a gut-

ter
¬

and been dragged for some distance
through it Alf Russell rode np to report

Col Theodore Jones presents his com-
pliments

¬

and directs me to say that he
has enconntered a sluice running down to
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